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| The PREFACE te be 
READER! | 


TANTYT Imperfections : 
may appear to the ju- 


Ac iolis 2 in the follow-- 


ing Pageg, beſides the Errata's - 
of the Preſs; but as I can 
fer nothing to the Author ＋ : 
m Being but what is „, 
T 2 I ſhou'd do other wiſe 
to my Fellow Creatures: Hom- 


ever as. Sincerity, and a good 


Deſign, will, I hope, be accep- 
ted of God, fo F promiſe my | 
ff Crvility from ſuch as o wm, 
= = _ worſhip him; they _— 

BD ” 2 are 


| The PREFACE. 
are wont to ſhew to Books, as 
well as Men. Lic far from 
me to think, that what I have 
done goes beyond, or a near 
comes up to the \Labours f 
others, that have gone before | 
me on the Subject; but there 
are Faſhions in Books as well 
as in other Matters, and thoſe 
Things that are new, are oft 
look'd upon, and meet with 
Entertainment, when thoſe that 
arc more ſubſtaniial are laid 
aſrde. I have met with great 
Benefit and Refreſhment from 
the uſe of Books, whoſe Authors 
I never ſaw, many of whom 
are dead, and long fince re- 
5 mov d 


e 


mori d out of the World ; and 
; Þ' tis in hope, and with deſire f 


5 
£ 


7 being ſerviceable to others, and 
9 0 doing good after my own De- 
ceaſe, that I have ſent out this 

little Book. I have made great 
uſe of Scripture Expreſſions 
and Phraſes, knowing no words 

more acceptable than thoſe which 

* the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; and 

| in the whole have only metho- 

diz d, and brought under pro- 
= Scripture more diſperſed, and 
= ſcattered ; is being, as far as 
= I know, the beſt way of inſtruct- 
ing, and affecting the Reader. 
I have endeavour d to render it 
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as warm and ſavoury, as my © 
Talent wor'd afford, that tbe 


Books , might , in ſome mea- 


materials in this ſmall C ompo- 
ſure have been taken from a 


very voluminous, will fall into 


Souls. 
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end of writing and reading of | 


ſure, be obtain'd : Conſiderable 


great Man, whoſe writings haue 
a peculiar pungency ; but being 


few hands, and conſequently do 
the leſs good. T hat the Succe 6 4 
of this may be to the Honour of 
God, and the Benefit of Chrifli- 
ans, ts the true and hearty De- 


fire of one, who wiſheth well to _ 


the Intereſt of Chriſt, and of 


— 


1 Con XB 


But let a Man ea amine him- 
ſelf, and ſo let him eat of 
ik Bread, and drink of 
that Cup. | 


H ER E are ſcarce any 
N Doctrines of our holy 
Faith, or practical du- 

ties of true Religion, 
but Satan has found means to 


pervert. As to the LORD's SUP- 


PER, he fills the ignorant with 
a notion, that receiving the Sa- 
crament procures them the par- 


don of fin, and unqueſtionably 


B entitles 


mY 
bh. ea 


entitles them to the favour of 
God, and to the Kingdom of 
Heaven; and others, he keeps 
off under an exceſs of awe; tel- 
ling them that ſuch a privilege 
does not belong to them, they 
are altogether unworthy of, and 
unfit for it; yea, many, who 
.are influenced to comply with 
their duty herein, he diſquiets 
and perplexes ; eſpecially, if they 
do not meet with that Joy, and 
Comfort, and thoſe mighty Ele- 
wations of Soul in receiving, 
Which, without ground, they 
-Propos'd, and hop'd to obtain. 
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' Undoubtedly, there were great 
corruptions in the Corinthian 
church, which made the Apo- 

iſtle, after he had plainly laid 
down the primitive inſtitution 2 
of the LOR D's 8 UPPER, 
| | 40 
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reform the guilty ; ſuch as, Whos- 
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to follow it with ſuch ſmart 
threatnings, and keen expreſſi- 
ons, as tended to alarm, and 


oever ſhall eat, aud drink unwor=- 
thily, ſhall be guilty of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord: And 
again, He that gateth, and drin. 
eth unworthilj, eateth, and drin- 


eth damnation to himſelf; not diſ 


cerning the Lord's Body. Tt Was 
far from his deſign, by any; or 
all of them, ta beat off the ſin- 
cere, or to diſcourage the weak. 
The exhortation in the Text, is 


given forth as a neceſſary, and 


wholſome ward of advice to all; 
in order to their comfortable, and 
profitable waiting upon God in 
that holy, chriſtian inſtitution. 
Let a Man examine himſelf, aud 
fo let him eat of that Bread, and 
arink of that Cap. In which, 
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1. He directs to an atten- 


dance upon that religious So- 
lemnity; lit him come: Keeping 
away, and un indulg'd neglect 
of the Duty, can never be ju- 
tified by any, that have a ſenſe 
of their Miſery, and a value for 
their Redeemer : Tis moſt un- 
accountable, that many Perſons, 
who make conſciencę of other 


Duties, ſhou'd make o little of 


this. 


2. The Apoſtle puts us in a 
way to do it right; let 4 Man 


examine himſelf . If he wou'd do 
it wiſely as a diſcreet Man, and 
_ profitably as a Chriſtian, deſiring 
to be improved; let him follow 
this Method, and ſtrictly exa- 


mine himſelf: Not that Perſons 


-thowd conceitedly, and proudly 


n and deſpite the help and 


trial 
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SELF-EXAMINATION. 5 


trial of others; eſpecially ſuch 
as are better Judges; and whole 
work it is, by vertue of their 
Place, and Office in the church; 
(We ſhor*d uſe all proper means 
to come to the knowledge of 
our ſelves and ſtate.) And on 
the other hand, *tis imprudent - 
and unſafe, blindly to depend 
upon the kind, and charitable 
opinion of others concerning us; 
eſpecially, of ſuch, as wou'd ſmooth 
and flatter us: Now, As zo Man 
knoweth the things of a Man, like 
the Spirit of a Man, which is in 

him; let us take ourſelves: ſtrict- - 
ly to task, and conſcientious- 

ly enquire into the ſtate: of our 
Souls; and particularly, into our 
right to, and readineſs for the. 
LOR D's SUPPER. 
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6 A Diſcomſe of © 


their frequent receiving after 
their firſt admiſſion; the latter 
appearing to be the chief ſcope 
of the Apoſtle in the Place, I 
hall proſecute it under that 
Conſideration. 


Se Examination is the neceſſa- 


ry Duty of ſuch as are wont to 


come to the Lord's Table, in or- 


der to their right, and wor- 
thy partaking in that ordinance: 
for what purpoſe, has God put 
within us a Power of reflecting, 
but that we ſhou' d enquire both 
into heart and life; the diſpoſi- 


tion of the one, and the ma- 


nagement of the other? As it 
s our Duty to come to the Lord's 
Table, it being qur Lord's com- 
N 1 mand, 


7 


This Self-Examination muſt ei- 
ther refer to Men's firſt coming 
to-the holy Communion, or to 
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1 who has 2 right to pre- 
4 ® ſcribe us laws, whoſe love has 
mov'd him to conſult our good, 

- whoſe order and charge is re- 

| hn and who has led us for- 
Ward by the dutiful example of 
the primitive chriſtians; ſo "tis 
incumbent upon us to examine in 
= what manner, and for what : 
= purpoſe we come. Tis not im- 
F — for a good Chriſtian to 
receive unworthily, any more 
than it is to perform other du- 
ties of religion with ſinful weak- 
1 etz and imperfection; no Per- 
fon is always the fame under 
divine ordinances: the know- . 
"Hedge, therefore, of ourſelves in 
them, how agreeable, or difa- 
greeable to the rule, and Cy - 
improvement (or other wiſe) of 
courſelves by them, muſt cer- 
3 rainly be our buſineſs and concern. 


More- 


8 A Diſcomſe of 


Moreover, do we. not renew 
our covenant with God in the 
holy Exc bariſt, of which that 
_ ordinance is a ſeal ? Are we not 


deſirous of ſpiritual freedom with 
God in it? Do we not expect 


the communication of freſh lite, 


and vigour from him? Does it 


not oblige us to an entire, and 
unlimited reſignation of ourſelves 


to him? Are not our hopes to 
be ſtrengthned, and our eviden- 
ces further clear'd, that refer 


to the future world of bleſſed- 
neſs and glory? And ſhowd 
we not examine, how we: 


receive ſuch a bleſſed ordi- 
nance? But that it may be 
more uſeful, let us be more 


particular. N 


There are three things, that 


we ſhou'd carefully enquire in- 
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SELF-EXAMINATION. 9 


about 


1. How w 


Table. 


there, 


to, and ſtrictly examine our ſelves 


e come to the Lord's 


2. How we behave our ſelves 


3. And how we govern our. 
ſelves afterward. 


10 A Diſcourſe of _ 
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= - CHAK:L 
We fhou'd enquire how w 


Come. | | 


HAT I ſhall offer here, 
may not only be uſeful | 

to ſuch as have been there, but 
to ſuch alſo as deſign to come; 
to inform, and direct them, af? 
ter what manner they ſhou'd 
endeavour to engage in that 
holy work. And in the general, 
Are you careful to prepare your- 
ſelves for it? The Jews had their 
Days of Preparation, both for 
the Sabbath, and for the Paſſover. . 
The God whom we ſerve in the *' 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, is not 
a ſenſeleſs Idol, to be trifled with 2? 
according to Men's Pleaſure: ? 
there is not any Creature that 
> 15 
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MINATION, II 
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A 


Z *cis his Prerogative to be the 
* Searcher of the Heart, he perfeQ- 
ly knoweth what is in man; 


the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
before him with trembling; we 


ſhou'd keep our fret, when we 20 


to the houſe of Cod; and parti- 

cularly, to the Table of God, 

of Fools; lifting up our hearts 

in the words of David, and ſay- 
ing, Lord prepare my heart unto 

thee. But 

1. Did you retire before you 


converſe with God, and your 


ment, did you ſtrictly ſurvey 
your life paſt? At ſuch,a place 
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is not manifeſt in his Sight; 


and therefore, we ſhou'd ſerve 


* leaſt there we offer rhe Sacrifice 


came, that you might ſeriouſly 


oven Souls? and in that Retire- 


Was Ia ſinful Man or Woman, 
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born into the world? and born | 

doubtleſs, under guilt? when I, 

as well as' other Infants, was | 

liable to pain and ſickneſs; and 
was, it may be, like to be car- | 

_ ried from the Womb to the 
Grave, and be diſmiſs'd fromꝰ 

this world, before I had any 

notion of it? Born, doubtleſs, ? 

with corrupt principles, and an 

evil diſpoſition ; how elſe came | 
I to be ſo averſe to God, and 
goodneſs? and fo inclin'd\ to e- - 
viFand wickedneſs, before ever 
I ſaw, or poſhbly heard of ſuch | 4 

eviis, as I was prone to com- 

mit? God cat my lot firſt in 
ſuch a place, and afterwards ö 
mov'd me by his providence to 
ſuch a place; (here look over the 
ſeveral places Jou have avelt in) 
but what did I in thoſe places? 

Was I not WS. of God, and 

of 
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IN of Duty? Did I not rebel againſt 
as his Government, and walk con- 


14 trary to his Will? Was I not diſ- 


r. © obedient to Parents, and Maſters, 
= or Tutors, that had the manage- 
= ment of me, and were intruſted 
with the care of my education ? 


* andftrengthned it ſelf in my Life, 
and Practice? As I grew in ſta- 
tho' I ſhowd have put away 
{ childiſh things; but eſpecially, ſiu- 
jul things, how have I continu- 


ed to offend ? and how might eve- 
ry place be a witneſs againſt me, 


= God? © 
2, Did you ſutably lament, and 


fore God? Lord, What a wretch 
am I! what a worthleſs creature! 


How has fin grown up with me, - 


ture, and ſince I became a Man, 


/ 


what a rebel I have been againſt _ 


bewail your Sin, and vileneſs be- 


C - ˙ü wha 


14 A Diſomſe of © 


What a loathſom , hateful ſinner! 
I am unworthy to ſhare with the 
Teſt of my fellow. creatures in the 
bleſſings of thy common provi- 
dence and bounty; but much 
more to be a Gueſt at thy table: 

My fins, Lord, have been mul- 

tiplied (ins, and aggravated ſins; 
my Helps were greater than ma- 
ny others, which makes my Guilt 
Jo much the weightier; I am 
aſham'd, and bluſh, to lift up my 
Face before thee, my God, for 
om1ne 1 = are increasd, and 
im gullrineſs is grown up unio 
the heavens; God might depart 
from me, for I am a ſinful Man; 
but, Lord, help me in the exer- 
ciſe of repentance. I wou'd come 
-back again unto thee, for thou 
art the Lord my God; I wou'd 
call to mind, and return with all 
my heart; Lord, let not thins 
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: 
anger fall upon me, for thou art 
merciful ; Blat out as 4 thick cloud 
my Tranſerſioas, and as à cload 
my ſins ; put away mine iniquities, 
and receive me 0ractoufly; heal my 


 baskſlidings, and love me freely. 


3. Did you: thankfully recog- | 
nize the kindneſſes and bleſſings 
of heaven, with 'which you have 


been favoured ? Notwithſtanding. 


al} my provocations, What a lite 
of- mercy have I enjoy'd? What 
care of providence was I under 
at firſt, when I was both unap- 
prehenſive and helpleſs? and what 
notice has been taken of me ever. 
ſince? Oh, my Soul, look over 
the mercics thou haſt received in 
the ſeveral Seaſons, and Circum- 


** ſtances of them, that the Divine 


goodneſs may greatly affect thee; 


what had become of me, had nor 


G2 . God 
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God taken me into his ProteQi- | 
on? when it may be Father and | 
Mother forſook me; when they | 
were diſabled, or . were at a | 


| diſtanee, or were removed by |} 
death; what peculiar help and 


friendſhip from above did ] expe- 
rience? how has God eas'd my 
Spirit when oppreſſed, my Body 
when filled with pain? heard my 


prayers, and ſupply'd my wants, 


when I have had no other friend 
tq go to? Oh, ungrateful heart 
within me, that I have made no 
more ſutable returns; yea, chat 
1 have requited evil for good, 
and made ſuch frequent forfeitures 
of the bleſſings, with which I have 
been cncompas'd : Not only for- 
give me, Oh God ! but now ac- 
cept my grateful acknowledg- 


ment, tho' a very poor, and 


mean requital ; and make me 
<< ſenſible 


_ | 
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= ſenſible as Jacob was, that I am 
= mot worthy of the leaſt of all thy 
muercies, and of all the truth, which. 

= thoa haſt ſhewd unto thy Servant. 
oh, Vleſſed be my rock, and ex- 

= alted be the God of the rock f 
my Salvation. Stand up, and bleſs 
the Lord thy God for ever and 
ever; and bleſſed be thy glorious 
Name, which is exalted above all 
= bliſing and praiſe: My heart ſhall 
= praiſe thee, my lips ſhall praiſe 
thee ; Thy praiſe ſhall continually be 


in my Mouth, 


d = ner, is not only allowable; but 
an undoubted duty: But when 


1 (3) ee 
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we are to wait upon our God, 
and pay our homage and wor- 
hip to him; when we are to 
tranſact with him matters of the 
higheſt importance, and conſe- 
quence to us; we ſhou'd careful- 
ly ſtrive to lay them aſide. The 
cares of the world, if ſuffered to. 
come along with us, will ſpoil a 
Sacrament Seaſon, as well as 
choak the word, and render the | 
hearing Seaſon ineffectual. Vain 
world! How oft haſt thou decei- | 
ved me by falſe Promiſes, impo-. | 
ed upon me by falſe expeCtatt- | 
ons, drawn me into temptations 
and ſnares, that I little thought ? 
of ; and pierced me thorow with # 
wounding ſorrows that I little 
fear'd; and would'ſt thou fur- 
ther corrupt me, and do me hurt, 
by rendring me unfit for my hea- 4 
r Father's preſence and fel- 

. 1 


£1 Lord our God will be ANROHS 
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lowſhip, in the Goſpel Feaſt? 1 


charge thee to be gone; I ad- 


jure thee, Oh my Soul, by the 
living God, to break off at pre- 
ſent thy correſpondence with it; 
diſcharge thy thoughts about theſe 
lower matters, that thou may*(t 


be free for, and filled with thy 
God; and. receive from him 


that meat to eat, that the world. 
8 knows not of. 


. 
* 


5. Was it your deſire and care 


poſſible, with an awful ſenſe of 
= God, and his divine perfections? 
Did you diſcourſe yourſelves in 


any manner like this? I am the 


next Lord's-Day to come, not to 


a fellow -· creature's Entertainment, 
and Converſe, but to the Table 


of the Lord; and hope, that the 


7 


20 ” 4 Diſcourſe of 5 


e; but he is 4 mighty God, 
and terrible; he kills, or he makes 


alive; he wounds, or, he heals, 
and Who can deliver out of his 
hands He has heaven for his 


Throze, and the earth for his 
Foot-/tool : How lofty is he de- 


ſcribed in the inſpired writings? 


As one, who meaſurd the waters 
in the hollow of his hand; and me- 
ted out heaven with a ſpan; and 


comprehended the duſt of the earth 


in a meaſure; and weighed the moun- 


tains in ſcales, and the hills in a | 
| ballaunce. Behold the nations are | 


as a drop of a bucket, and we are 


counted as the ſmall duſt of the 


ballance: Behold, he taketh up 


the Iſles as a very litile thing. 


All Nations before him are as 
nothing, and they are counted to 
him leſs than nothing, and va- 


be- 


ally. | Honour and Majeſty are 


Rr 
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before him; Strength and Beauty 
-5 are in his Sanctuary. Holy, holy, 
- bo, is the Lord of Hoſts, the 
is whole earth is full of his Glory. 

= Who is able to ſtand before this 
= holy Lord God? Shall not his 
... | excellency make you afraid, and 
> | his dread fall upon you? We 
. = muſt not think to jeſt with God, 

and put our affronts upon him, 
J in the exerciſes of his worſhip ; 
„ for he is not to be mocked. Tho? 


4 = 


—_ 
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D 
Ve are to examine hom we 
be have ourſelves there. 


He LORDs SUPPER 
may be conſidered by us 
as an evangelical Duty, the per- 
formance of which is requir'd; 
Do this in remembrance of me: Do 
this, as oft as ye do it, in remem- 
brance of me. Now in this duty 
had you reſpect to the Authority 
of God? Did you do it from a 
principle of holy obedience ? Was 
the Lord God ſanctified in your 
hearts, and did you make him 
your fear, and your dread ? Was 
the glory of God, and the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer's ho- 
nour, in out recovery and Sal- 

_ vation, 


lm 
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66 


vation, the great ching y. you aim'd 


at in your ſo doing? Were you 
ſenſible of your ſinful imperfecti- 
ons, and defects? and how un- 

Worthy your performance was of 
= divine acceptance. pe; 


ASS ſpecial ſeaſon for the con- 


1 veyance of ſpiritual favours and 
bleſſings 


s; had you comfortable 
fellowſhip and communion with 
God? If we walk in the light, as 


he is in the light, we have felloa [ip 


one with another. Did 


ceive further ſupplies of ſpiritual 
ſtrength and grace? They that 
wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 


= /revzth, Did you find him the 
= God of all comfort, 
the Father of mercies? Are your 


as Well as 


hopes more lively, and made 


ſtronger, referring to future glo- 
. ! Do "INF find TOO Freren 855 


tions 


Ou. re- - 
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tions for the ſervice, and enjoy- 
ment of the heavenly ſtate, diſ- 
cernably to advance ? and in ſhort, 
was it with much joy, that ye 
were drawing water out of thoſe 
Wells of Salvation ? 


As an Act of Religion; where- 
in we renew'd our covenant with 
God? There is a covenant of 
Grace, which God has made 
with his people ; which covenant 
has its ſtipulations and engage- 

ments on each ſide: God enga- 

ges to be their God, and they 
to be his people. When his /aints 

are gathered together unto him, 
thoſe that have made a covenant 

with him by Sacrifice, he calls 
to the heavens from above; and 
to the earth, that he may judge 
his people, Take, and eat of this 

Bread; take, and arink of this Wine; 
EE > 
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as what, repreſenting Chriſt and 
his Sufferings, confirms to you 
the covenant of Grace; and hence- 
forth depend upon me for the 
bleſſings of it thro? the merits of 
your Redeemer: Did you readi- 
ly and thankfully reply? Lord, 1 


accept thine offer, and receive 


theſe elements, in token, that 


thou art my God thro? Chriſt; 


and call heaven and earth to wit- 
neſs, that by this eating, and 
drinking in thy preſence, I do 
afreſh engage my fel! to thee, 
and unlimitedly reſign my ſelf to 
thy commanding, and diſpoſing 
will and providence? But you 
are to examine yourſelves ;- and 


therefore inquire, 


1. Into the workings of your 


Spirits, between the cloling of 


the former exerciſe, and the be- 
s I 8-41 
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ginning of that; I take it for 
granted, that antecedent to your 
coming to the holy CO M- 
M UNION, you waited up- 
on GOD in prayer, and the 
miniſtration of the word ; and | 
when that was over, and the reſt | 
of the Aſſembly withdrawing , | 
and whilſt the LORD's TABLE 
was ſpreading, and furniſhing, 
and the communicants gathering 
together for that holy celebration, 
Bow did you imploy your minds? 


3 „ — 


2. Did you regard God, as gi- 
ving you a and an Invitati= 
on to come? how free, and open, 
are the proclamations of his 
Grace, and the offers of his Son? | 
Goſpel proviſions, which are com- 
pared to a Feaſt, to a wedding 
Feaſt, to a. royal wedding Feaſt, 
are al ready ; God is ready, and 

3 
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or Chriſt, and the Covenant, and 
ur the Promiſes are ready; and we: 
1- are not only told, that we may: 
P- come; that there is leave given, 
1c and that we ſhou'd not be reject- 

id cd, and {hut out, or turn'd away. 
lt with a check, for our freedom 
„and forwardneſs; but are much 
E preſs'd to accept the invitati- 
2> on, we are perſwaded, we are 
's beſought; rhe Spirit ſaith come, 
n, and the bride, and he that heareth; 
i. e. that bath received Informati- 
on what proviſion is made; he 
puts in, and gives his vote, and 
= vſes his art, and influence, to 
05 perſwade. Eternal wiſdom hac 
5 ving made ample proviſion for 
3 2 | 


vs, makes earneſt court to us, for 

1 our acceptance of his entertain- 

8 ment. Eſiher's propoſal was, let 
t, the Ning come to the banquet that 
d I have prepared for him; but Chriſt's 
t, no pro- 
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propoſal is, let the Subject come, 
the Sinner come, and whoſoever 10 
 athirſt, let him come, and take of 
the Waters of life freely, Under 
ſuch kind invitations, and gract- 
ous calls, how did your ſpirits 
work? were not your hearts 
turn'd, your bowels mov'd, and 
your ſouls inwardly crying? 


1. Whoſe voice is this I hear, 
that thus invites? Is it the voice 
f him that deſcended upon Mount 
Sinai; and ſpake out of the midſt of 

the Fire? when fo terrible was 
the Sight, that Moſes ſaid, I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake, Does the 
great, and mighty, and terrible 
God, who regardeth not Perſons, nor 
taketh Rewards, condeſcend to this? 
Will He ride upon the heavens for 
my help, and in his excellezcy upon 
the sky? Will the eternal God be 
N 
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my Refuge, and ſhall his everlaſt. 
ing Arms be underneath me? Is this 
the voice of my beloved Jeſus ? who 


cometh leaping upon the mountains, 


ana Skipping upon the hills. Does 
he ſay, riſe up my Love, my fair 
one, and come away? I can't but 
greatly rejoice, becauſe of my Brides 


groom's Voice, *Tis the voice of 


my Beloved: With what an air 
of pleaſure, and joy, and tri- 


FE umph, muſt I expreſs it ? 


2. But unto whom ddes he di- 


rect his Speech? Does he ſpeak to 
me? What, Lord, does thou 


call ſuch a wretch as I? do'ſt 
thou invite, and encourage me 
to be thy Gueſt? Jam not wor- 
thy to come under thy Roof; 


I am a very ſinful Man or Wo- 
man; and thou may'ſt bid me 


be gone, I am a moſt abomi- 
D'T- nadie 


r don "7 
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nable bd filty creature , who 
hade drum down iniquity like wa- 
ter. How is it that thou wilt 
ſay, come to me, Who have fo 
oft faid unto God, depart from 
me; I have oft ſpoken againſt 
thee, and ſaid, that 7s vain to 
ferve God, and what profit is it 
to keep his Ordinances ? Thy Judg- 
ments are my deſert, thy wrath 
in hell my due; who have walk 
ed ſo contrary to thy nature, 
and will. I have broken thy 
laws, abus'd thy mercies, grie- 
ved. thy Spirit, and have been 
too much preferring the Enjoy- 
ments of the world, and the 
pleaſures of ſin and ſenſe, before 
thee, and thy ſervice. And af- | 
ter all, dot thou, Cord, ſay 
to me? C ome, and I'll pardon 
thee, and heal. thee, and give 


thee reſt and peace; TY 6 thy God; 
and 


* 
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Gated 


and thou ſhalt find me a full, 
and pleaſing, and ſatisfying por- 
tion. Oh ſtupendious, and at- 
fecting Grace 


—_ 


2. But what does this gene- 
rous BenefaQtor ſay ? what is the 
matter, or ſubject of his invita- 
tion, and call? does he ſay, come, 
eat of my bread, and arink of the 

vine, that I have mingled? come, 
| and partake of my Grace, of 
| my Son, of the benefits he has 
purchaſed for you,- and 1s ready 
Ito diipenſe to you? this is great 
| 2nd wonderful indeed. ?T was 
very kind to fay to Noah, and 

his Family, Come thou, and all _ 

that thou haſt, into the Ark ; when 
the reſt of the world were cat 
| down out of time, and their 
Y Foundation was overflouw with 
; 4 Flood; but how does his call. 

1 to 


rc , MWg ON 5 7 | | 


32 A Diſcourſe of 
to me exceed in kindneſs, when 
he ſays, come thou, with all thy 
weakneſſes and wants; with all 
thy burdens, and complaints, 
to an all- ſufficient God, and com- 
paſſionate Saviour. He does not 
invite thee as Eſther did Haman, 
or Abſalom his brother Amnon; 
with a deſign to enſnare, and 
deſtroy thee; but to partake of 
thy fat things of his houſe, for 
thy ſpiritual and eternal benefit. 
The crums that fall from his 
table might ſerve me; yea, are 
much beyond what I deſerve; 
muſt I feaſt with him? will he 
tale me into his banquettins houſe? 
and ſhall his banner over me be | 
love? muſt I take of the fruit of | 
the tree of life, and eat, and live | 
for ever? Will he give me ſach | 
water to drink, as ſhall cauſe me 
to thirſt no more; this is love | 
un- 


—- 
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_ unſpeakable, and it even over- 


whelms my Spirit. 


4. What were the conſenting, 
yeilding motions of your hearts, 
when thus employ'd, and thus 


impreſs'd? Did you fay within 


yourſelves, if love will chooſe 
ſuch a deſpicable worm? and 


ſovereign grace will qualify ſuch 


an offender ?** if mercy will be 


honour'd in ſuch fin and miſe- 


ry? and that goodneſs which 
has given me the wmavitation, 
will indeed accept me, and 
make me welcome? behold;. I 
come; I readily, and chearfully 

come; I come, Lord, in compli- 
ance with thy Will; I thank- 
fully, and joyfully come; and as 
I come to thee, do thou in no wiſe 


eaſt me out; but grant me all 
that Peace and reſt to my Soul, 1 


which 
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which thy promiſe ſecures to 
ſuch as come, and come up- 
rightly. i 


2. How were you affected, when | 
you heard, or ſaw, any addition 
made to the communion of the 
church of Chriſt ? Did you re- 
Joice, that God had wrought up- 
on the hearts of others, and 
brought them to their Duty? 
that he added to himſelf, and o 
the church, ſuch as ſhowd be ſaved? 
The repentance, and converſion 
of a ſinner, is matter of rejoice- 
ing to the Angels, and ſhou'd 
be ſo to us; of Ton may it al. 
ways -be ſaid, that this, and that 
man was born in her; and when- 

ever he writeth ap the people, may 
the Lord count, that this man was 
born there. Let the ranſomed of | 
the Lord return, and come unto | 


Lion, 


\ 


* 
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Ton, that they may obtain joy, 
and gladneſs; and that {orrow 
and ſighins may flee away; may 
more of the days of Chriſt's 
power appear, wherein his peo- 
ple may be made willing, and he 
may receive the dem of his Jouth. 


3. What were your thoughts 
when you look'd upon the bread +» 
| and wine, wherewith the Lord's 

table was furniſh'd? Did you 
preſently conclude, how bounti» 
1 KK ful is the Lord, who /preaas 4 
table for us in the wilderneſs: tho? 
his family be very large, yet he 
careth for them all: The eyes of 
all wait upon him, and he giveth 
them their meat in due ſeaſon : 


„He eis good to all, and his tender 
s mercies are over all his works; 
f but be 7s peculiariy good to ſuch, 
o es wait for him; to the ſouls 
„ | that 
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that fork him, he prepareth. a cab | 
before them , both in their own 
houſes, and in his; tho' it be 
in the preſence of thetr enemies, 
who repine at it. Let him that 
glorieth, therefor? glory in this, 
that he under ſtandeth, and know- 
eth God; that he is the Lord, 
which exerciſeth loving-kindneſs in | 
the earth ; for therein dots he dle- 
light, ; 


. How was it with you, hea 

| you heard the words of inſtituti- 
on read, and ſaw the bread and 
wine ſolemnly — and ſet 
apart to that holy uſe ? Did you 

_ reaſon thus with yourſelves, will 
the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands | 
of Rams, or with ten thouſands of 

rivers of Ole? Shall I give my 
firſt-borau for my Tranſareſſion, the 
* of my body for the (in of my i 
ſoul ? 


2272 ß) anger, os aa. 
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hu? Will any, or «ll of theſe be 
« accepted? Oh, no, none can by any © 
8 means redeem his Brother; or give 
„ to God a ranſom for him; for the 
|= redemption of the ſoul is precious, 
„and it ceaſeth for ever. But Kill, 
'- Þ Oh, my ſoul, when God ſaw that 
there was no Man, and wonared 
a that there was no interceſſor ; then 


” his own arm brought Salvation. 
Lo here, the ranſom, that God 
has found ; upon the account of 

n BW nhicy, we muſt be delivered from 

going down into the Pit: Our help, 

d | certainly, is laid apon one that is 


et mighty, Tis Our work to be. 
u WB bold his Servant, whom he upholds; 
il his Eleft, in whom his ſoul delights; 
He has put his ſpirit upon him, 
of that He mizht bring forth Judg- 


ment unto the Gentiles, God has 

be MW 14594 him up in rizhteonſneſs, lo 
mM) i ſhall let his captives go, wot for 
Fr. 5 | —- proce, : 


„ 


price, nor reward, ſaith the Lora. 
Not that there is any tranſub- 
MFantiation, or real change of the 
bread, and wine, into the body, 
and blood of Chriſt ; for *tis cal- 
Jed bread after the conſecration, | 
as well as before; ſuch a change 
4s confuted by ali ouf ſenſes; it 
-wou'd be abhorrent” to human 
nature, to feed upon human 
Neſh ; beſides, how many thou- 
and bodies (according to that 
notion) muſt Chriſt have, when 
the ſacrament is adminiſtred in 
many thouſand places at the 
ame time? Moreover, we find 
the elements of bread and wine, 
Are incident to the ſame chan- 
ges, even aſter conſecration as 
before; the bread will mould, 
:and breed worms; the wine grow 
Hat, and become eager ; and | 
Þoth of them are capable of | 
| being 
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via affected with poifon. The 
elemems wou'd have the fame: 
effect upon human bodies, if 
us'd accordingly, after their con- 
ſecration, as "before ; that /i5 to 
ſay , the bread wou'd fill, and- 
ſatisfy, and nouriſh the body, 
it eaten in a quantity; and the 
wine wou'd revive, and chear; 
and if uſed immoderately, into - 
cate, and affect the head; Which 
ſhews, that their nature is in no 
wiſe alter d. What can more 
obſtruct the ſpreading, and pre- 
valence of the chriſtian religion, 
than ſuch a notion as this? It 
muſt certainly poſſeſs thinking, 
and inquiſitive Men, with invin- 
cible prejudice againſt ſuch” a. 
religion, as teaches, that a crea- 
ture can make his God, who. 
made him, and all things elne; 
and muſt eat his On who> _ 
* feeds 
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feeds him & and furniſhes the 


whole creation with ſupply. I 


regard therefore the bread, and 


wine, even after conſecration , 


but as the ſymbols of the body 


and blood of Chriſt, repreſent- 
ing to me the ſufferings of his | 
human nature, both in ſoul and 
body, during his ſtate of Abaſe- 


ment and Humiliation; by which 
he purged our Sins, and purcha- 
fea for us Forgiveneſs, and eternal 


Life. 


J. What Workings of Spirit 
had you, when the Miniſter 


addreis'd himſelf to God, by 


prayer, for a bleſſing ? No doubt, 
but his application to God, was 
partly with confeſſion of the 
guilt, and miſery of mankind ; 
that man having apoſtatized, 
and fallen from God, and up- 
right neſs 


5 2 , \ 6 e * 
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rig htneſs, was become vile, un- 
der his righteous and juſt Diſ- 
pleaſure, liable to the expreſſions 
of his Indignation, both in the 
preſent and future world; and 


was you deeply and ſutably con- 


cern'd, and broken, ds being par- 


ticularly intereſted, and ſharing 


therein? When thankſgiving was 


rendered to God the Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt, for all inſtances, 


and diſcoveries of the divine Good- 


neſs; and particularly, for the 


Gift of Chriſt, and the wonder- 


ful work of man's redemption, 
as undertaken, and perforni'd © 
by him; did your fouls bear 


a lively and an affectionate part 


therein? When ſupplication was 
made for a _— upon the 

the elements 
to be us'd in it, and upon the 
actions directed in relation to 


ordinance, upon 


E 3 thoſe 
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thoſe elements, did your Spi- 
Tits go forth with the greateſt 
ſtrength and fervour? And was 
your cry earneſt, and importu- 
nate before God? Did you ſay, 
Oh Lord God, ſend me good 
ſpeed this day, and in this work; 
remember me, I pray thee, and 
ftrengthen me this once more ; 
let me know, by comfortable 
experience, that thou Lord art 
God in Iſrael, I cannot hold 
my peace, I cannot reſt, let not the 
Lord be angry, tho“ I, who am but 
duſt and aſhes, take upon me to 
ſpeak to him? A bleſſing thou 
haſt promiſed, and a bleſſing I 
would have; thou haſt engaged 
to be always with thy Charch, and 
People, to the end of the World ; 
let it now be according to the 
Mord, which thou haſt ſpoken ; 


and 
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and let my Prayer come in anto 


thee; even into thy holy Temple. 
Amen, even ſo be it; Oh Lord. 
How was it with you, when 
you ſaw the bread broken, and 


the wine poured out? Did you 


ſee,, by Faith, a broken Chriſt ; 

and feel in yourſelves a broken 
Heart? The falſe Witneſſes, that 
roſe up againſt Chriſt, were ſuch 
as breathed forth Cratlty, The 
aſſembly of the wicked, who enclo- 
fed him, they peirced bis hands and 
his feet, It was an unworthy 


treatment, when they gave him 


gall for his meat, and in his 
thirſt they gave him wineger to 
drink, But yet he gave bis back 
to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to 
them who pluck*d off the hair, he 
hid not his face from ſhame and 


| /pitting, He ſhewed unto his 


diſciples 


— 
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= diſciples, that he muſt ſuffer many 
_ things, and ſo indeed he did: 
= He was betrayed, he was condem- 
ned to death, he was delivered 

to the Gentiles to mock, and to 

ſcourge, and to cracify him. Ho- 
loud were his dying cries ? How 


_ 


— |  peircing his dying groans, and 
Bil complaints? How wonderful the 
_ drops of ſweat, that fell from 
Y him, when he was in his Ago- 


_ ny? Be affected, Oh my Soul, 
bt with what is now before. thee ; 
with what tliou now beholdeſt; 
for in theſe ſufferings, Chriſt 

' bore thy grief, and carried thy 

' ſorrow; he was wounded for thy 
FTranſgreſſion, and bruiſed for thine 
eniquity., Meſſiah was cut off, 
hut nt for himſelf; He was la- 
len from priſon, and from Judg- 
ment; and was cut off out of the 
land of the living: but it was 


for 


— 
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1 
im the tranſgreſſion of his people, 


that the ſtrote was upon him. 
He was made ſin fot us, tho he 


 kaew none himſelf; that we might 


be made the. . i God 
in him. 


7. After nk manner did 
you receive thoſe conſecrated 
elements? Did you keep the 
feaſt, not with the old leaven of 
malice and wickedneſs, but with 
the unleavened bread of Sincerity 
aud Trath ? The bread: that was 
broken, taken, and eaten, was 
it to you the communion of the 
body of Chriſt? The cup of bleſ- 
ſang, which was bleſſed, was it lile- 


wiſe unto you the communion of 


the blood of Chriſt? When you 


receiv'd the bread, did you ſay 


before God, Angels, and his re- 
deemed People, I take, and eat 
this 


46 
this bread in remembrance of the 
atoning ſufferings, and crucifixi- 

on of Crit ? and did you like-- 
- Wiſe, declare (I mean inwardly, 
and unto God) T take, and drin 
this Wine in remembrance of Chriſt, 
who ſhed his blood for the. remiſſi- 
on of Sin; and I hope, of mine. 
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8. How were your Spirits 
employ'd whilft the whole ,SO- 
ciety were receiving ? Were you- 
then repreſenting your Wants 
and Caſes to God? The heart 
knows its own bitterneſs and bur. 
dens; did you open, and unbo- 
for.yourſelves to God, and your 
Redeemer ? Were you complain- 
ing of the fins that do moſt eaſi- 
ty beſet jou; and molt frequently 
prevail over you, with ſtrong. 
and earneſt deſires of Divine 
ſtrength and grace, for their 

- further 
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further mortification ? Lord de- 
liver me from ſuch a temptati- 
on, from ſuch a thorn in the 
fleſh, that I he not overcome 
by it. Support me under my 
heavy burdens, and trving exer- 
ciſes, that I faint not. Take 
me more and more into thy 
protection, and under thy ma- 
nagement. Guide me by thy coun- 
fel, aud afterwards bring me 10 
Glory. . 


EO NO 


9. After what manner did 

you look out upon. the members 
of Chriſt, that received with 
you? Did you ſay within your- 
ſelves, theſe are the Perſons 
whom Chrift has redeemed unto 
God; whom the Lord hath ſet 
apart for himſelf, this ſeed that 
thus ſerves him, ſhall be account. 
ed to the Lord for a Generation; 
5 theſe 
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theſe ſaints that are in the earth 
are the excellent, in whom I great- 
9 delight, Theſe are the Per- 
ſons, whom the King of Kings 
delighteth to honour. Ob, my ſoul, 
come thou into their ſecret, unto 
their | Aſſembly; mine honour be 
thou chearfully united I will go 
with them, for I have found 
that God is with them. Oh, 
bleſſed is the man whom thou cho- 
ſeſt , and cauſeſt to approach anto . 
thee, that he may awell in thy 
courts; we ſhall be ſatisfied with 
the goodneſs of thy houſe ;, even of 
thy holy temple, Oh, may the 
righteous flouriſh like a Palm-tree,. 
and grow like a Cedar in Liba- 
non; may thoſe, who be planted in 
the houſe of the Lord, flouriſh in 
the Courts of our God; may they 
bring forth Frait in old Age, and 
ſttill be fat and flouriſhing. 
ot, — 10. What 
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10. What were the Exerciſes 
of your Minds in concluding 
this Work? did you rejoyce in 
the Lord, as the portion of your 
inherilance, and of your Cup; 
as he that maintaineth yoar Lot ? 
were you ſaying, that the Lines 
were fallen to you in a pleaſant 
place, and you have 4 goodly Hee 

ritage? Now magnify the Lord © 
with me, and let ug exalt his © 
name together ; for {his God is 
our God for ever and ever, he 
will be our Gude even unto Death. 
My meditation of him ſhall be ſweet. 
J will be glad in the Lord, for 
he ſatisfieth the longing foul, he 
filleth the hungry ſoul with goad- 
%%. Oh, that henceforward I i 
| may wall in all the ordinazces, b 
and in all the commanaments of = 
; Þ whe Lord blameleſs, That my I 
converſation may be, as bicometh 
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he Goſpel of Chriſt; that I may 


wall worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleaſing ; that my Light may ſhine 
an the World, and my Way of 
Life be above: in a Word, that 
I may obey from the Heart that 
_ of Doctrine, unto which I 
am delivered. 
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We are to examine ham we 
govern our ſelves afterward.- 
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/ E are alſo to enquire ho- 

; we have found ourſelves,» 
and managed ourſelves, ſince 
we came from the Lord's T able ? 
We then reciv'd Chriſi Jeſus our” 
Lord, have we made it our Bu- 
ſineſs to walk in him? Heart and 
Practice is what we ſhou'd take 
under our particular Examinati- 
on. And to begin with our hearts: 
What has been the Frame and. 
Temper of them, ſince the laſt | 
. Communion? The heart is a very | 

conſiderable part of the man in the 

eyes of God; he requires it, he 

examines it, and ſo ſhou'd we. 
Ka Tis - 


ae 


? 


52 A Diſcomſe of 


n 


Tis compared to a decertful Bom, 

the which, io promiſing ſoever it 
may appear of doing Buſineſs, 
and carrying the Arrow to the 

Mark, how ſoon does the ſtring 
lac ken, and diſappoint the Ar- 
cher? tho' we may promiſe fair, 
and reſolve well, yet how apt 
are we to vary, and alter, to 
grow ſlack, and fall flat, and 
wax cool with reſpect to God 
and Religion? But more parti- 
cularly, 1 


1. Have your Spirits been more 
converſant with God, and things 
inviſible, than they were before? 
Lockizg at things that are not ſeen, 
that are eternal , 1s the proper 
Work and Province of a Chri- 
ſtian. God and Chriſt, the ho- 
ly Angels, the perfected Spirits. 
of the Juſt, the glory and hap- 
ot Os pineſs 
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pineſs of the heavenly State and 
World, are Subjects moſt wor- 
thy of our ſerious ard intenſe 
Meditation. How happy will 
the pure in Heart be, when they 
come to ſee God? who can reach 
that Fulneſs of Joy, or com pre- 
hend the nature of thoie Þlea- 
_ ſures, which are to be fourd in 
God's Preſence above, and will 
laſt for ever? where ſhou'd we 
lay ap our Treaſare, but in hea- 
wen, where neither Moth, nor Ruſt 
 aoth corrupt, nor Thieves break tho- 
rom and ſical ? and where ſpou'd 
our Fleas ts be, but there alſo where 
our Treaſure is? „„ 


r 8 S — 


2, Have you been more diſpo 
ſed to, more free, and enlarged 
1n the Duties of: God's Worſhip, 
ſince your laſt receiving? Surely 
there is a quickning, and ſtrength- 

6, F711 
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ning Vertue in the ordinances of 
God, and particularly in that of 


the Lord's Supper; have you 


found it experimentally ? can yon 
ſay, truth Lord, ſo there is; my 
backwardneſs to Duty is not ſo 
much as it was wont to be; 
*was uſual with me to hang off, 
to raiſe objections, to improve 
every excuſe ; but now Iam glad 
when any ſay to me, Come, and 
let us go up to the Houſs of the 
Lord; Tha he may teach ws of his 
Ways. My wearineſs alſo in du- 
ty 15 much abated, it was too 
much, and too long , the lan- 
guage 'of my heart, Oh, what a 
Wearineſs it is; but now, I hope, 
I delight in the Lam of God after 
the inward Man; is it my Delight 
and Pleaſure? Is it as my Meat 
and Drink ? as my neceſſary and 


daily Food, to do my heavenly 
Father” 8 
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Father's Will? Are my diſtracti- 
ons in duty fewer? Does my heart 
wander more ſeldom ? Does the 
Eye of God, and the Awe of God, 
command and govern me more 
than heretofore ?, and are the Ex- 
erciſes of Religion now diſchar- 
ged after a more ſpiritual man- 
ner, han has been uſual with me? 


3. Have your Spirits been more 
ealy and comfortable, more free 
from fear and trouble, than they + 
were wont to be? Have you found 
the River, the Streams whereof 
make glad the City of God? Is the 
eternal God your Refuge, and an- 
derneath you are his everlaſting 
Arms? When you are deeply 
diſtreſſed as David was, can you 
encourage your ſelves in the Lord 
your God as he did? When 
Creature Comforts and Supplies 
| 1 fail, 
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fail, Tho* the Fig-tree does not 
Bloſſom, nor the Vine prove fruit- 
ful; when the Labour of the 
Olive fails, and the Fields yield 
no Meat; when the Hock js cat 
off from the Fold, and there is no 
Herd in the Stalls, can you rejoice 
in the Lord, and joy in the Gol of 
our eee ? When Flſh and 

Heart ſball fail, are you ſatisfied 
that God will be the Strength of your 
Hearts, and your Portion for ever? 
Can you 29 thro? the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death without Fear, or 
with bur little Fear of Evil, from 
the Hope and Satisfaction you 
have, © a God will be with jou; his 
Rod and his Shaff will comfort Jou 9 0 
If matters be thus with you, it 
evidently ſhews, that the Table 
which God has prepared for you in 
the Sg of your Enemies, has been 
a Tadle of Refreſhment, and you 
have been there nouriſh'd by the 


fal things of God's houſe, What 
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What have your Actions and Pra- 
ctices been? have they correſpon- 
ded with the Promiſes and Vows. 
you made at the Lord's Table? 
The Lord rained Bread from heaven 

upon the Iſraelites, that he might 
prove them, whether they would walk . 
in his Lam. Have you approv'd 

your ſelves a peculiar Treaſure un- 

to God, by obeying his Voice and 
keeping his Covenant ? Have you -. 
expreſs'd your Love to the Lord 
your God by keeping his Charge, 
and his Statutes, and his Judg- 
ments, and his Commandments- 
ever ſince? He has told you 2b 
obey is better than Sacrifice ; and s 
harken, than the Fat of Rams? Do- 
you pretend a relation to Chriſt? 

Lou muſt then ſhew it, by doing 

the Will of our Father which is in 
Heaven ; for whoſoever doth the 

ſame, 7s his Brother, Siſter, and Mos + 
ther, But more particularly. 1. 
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1. Have you continued &” wan! 
Obedience and Duty to God! 
2. Have you maintain'd a 

Watchfulneſs and Care over your 
ſelves? 
3. Have you ſtudied; and ſtri- 
ven to be beneficial to others? 
1. Have you continued your 
Obedience and Subjection to God? 
Ha ve you remembred the Chara- 
.Cter that's given of Enoch and No- 
ah? that they walked with God; and 
_ endeavoured to. follow-their-pious - 
Examples? Is it engraven upon 
your hearts, and always freſh in 
your memories, that the mhole - 
Duty of Man is to fear God, and 
keep his Command ments? Are you 
holy to the Lord? Do you honour 
him, and bring forth Fruit to him? 
You have heard, that the Axe is 
laid to the Root of the Trees; and 
every Tree that bringeth not forth 
BE good 
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good Fruit, muſt be hewen down and 
:caft into the Fire. Every Branch in 
Chriſt, that beareth not Fruit he 
taketh away ; and every Branch that 
beareth Fruit he purgeth, that it may 
bring forth more Fruits; having yeila= 
ed yourſelves to God, do you walk 
in newneſs of Life, as thoſe who are 
alive from the Dead? and your 
Members as Inflruments of Righte- 
ouſneſs unto God. You were made 

a choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſt. 
hood, a peculiar people, that ye ſbou'd © 

ſbem forth the Praiſes of him, who 
hath called you out of Darkneſs into 
his marvellous Light, Chriſt and 
his Goſpel beſeech you, by the Men- 
cies of Goa, that ye 3 2 Jour- 


ſelves a living Sacrifice, hol), and 


acceptable to God, which is but your 
reaſonable Service; and be not con- 
formed to the World, but transform- 
ed, by the renewing of your " 5 

| | hat 
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; = a e ma) prove what is the ay 
and , „ and e Will of 
God. 


2. Have: you maintain'd E 
Watchfulneſs and Care over your 
Aelves? Have you taken heed to 
yourſelves, to keep your Souls di- 
Ligently? leſt you forget the things 
« .which your Eyes have ſeen; and 
Jeſt they depart from your hearts? 
Have you remembred , that 4 
Young Man, and every Man, _ 
cleanſe his W ay, by takins Heed 
thereto according to God's Mord? 
Are you ſtriving to be of the 
Number of thoſe bleſſed Servants, 
E «mh when the Lord cometh, he 
ſhall fiad matching ? As you are 
not 00 the Night nor of Dark- 
eſs, ſo do you not ſſeep as do 
5 others? bur are watching, and 
uling * do you take heed, 
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leſt there be in jou an evil Heart of < 
Unbelief, cauſing you to depart from 


the living God. Are you fearfal,. Þ} 
leſt a Promiſe being left of entring 14 
into reſt, you ſhowd in any wiſe ſeem : 


to come ſhort of it? Do you be. 
ware, leſt you-ſbou'd be led away {} 
by the: Error of the Wicked, and. Þ} 
fo fall from your own Steafaſtneſs?%> _ 
Are you warn'd by the Slips, and 
Falls of others? and are they 
written, and improv'd for your 
Admonition? that when you thick _ 
Jou ſtand, you take heed leſt you fal; 
and do you paſs the time of your: * 


Sojourning here in Fear ? 


3. Have. you ſtudied, and ſtri- 
ven to be beneficial, and helpful 
to others? God has not made us, 
and ſent us into the World, that 
we ſhou'd regard ourſelves only; 
1 8 Look. 
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*Look. not every Man to bis © own 
Thines, but every Man alſo to the 
Things of others. Every .good 
Man ſhou'd endeavour to be a 
common Good. Wicked Men 
ſtir up one another to evil Pra- 
ctices; they entice one another, 
and ay; , caſt in thy Lot among. 
us; Come With us, we {hall find 
all precious Set ae; we {ball fill 
our Houſes with Spoil: 1 why 
ſhou'd not the Saints of God 
provoke one another to love, and 
#0 good Works, A Concern for 
the Intereſt of Religion in ge- 
neral, and the Welfare in parti- 
cular of that Church, to 3 
they are ſpiritually related, 

the undoubted Duty of Chriſti 
an Profeſſors: Have your Hearts 
been knit together in Love? Has 
| *. Lord made Jou 0 e, 
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and abound in Love one towards 
another? And above all Things, 
hade you pat on Charity, which is 
the Band of Perfectneſs? Have 
you rejoicd with them that did 
rejoice? and wept with them that 
wept £ Have you given Meat to 
the Hungry? Drink to the Thirſty ? 
| Have you entertairzd the Stranger, 
cloathed the Naked, viſited the ſick; 
and the. impriſoned? Verily I ſay 
unto "you, that inaſmuch as you 
have done it unto one of the leafs 
of Chriſt's Brethren, ye have done 
it unto him. Have you endea-. 
vour'd to: maintain the Peace 
of your Society , by forbearing 
Cenſures, and raſh Judgment; 
by avoiding Wiſperings, diſcou- 
raging Tale-bearers, and what- * 
ſoever tends to provoke and di- 
vide? Have. you been ready. by 
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your Warnings 5 Ad monitions, 


Exhortations, and wife and ſea - 


: ſonable Reproofs, tO preſer ve 
your Brethren? or when over- 

taken with a Fault, to reſtore 

| them in the Spirit of, Meekeſs * 


Have you by your Prayers, by 
your Counſels, by your Experi- 
ences, by your Examples, been 
helping each other forward in 

your. Way to Heaven? Have 
you. walked in  Wiſdow towards - 
thoſe that are without? Have you 


been holy in all manner of Con- 
 werſation? Has it not only been 
honeſt amongſt Men; but of a 


winning and engaging Influence? 


Have your righteous Souls been 
Ver d, and griev'd for the Wick- 
* edneſs of others? And have you 


ſincerely deſir'd, and wiſh'd their 


Repentance and Reformation? 


God: 
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God grant it may be ſo, and 
you may thus hold on your Way, 
waxing ſtronger ani ſtrumer; not 
being weary of Nell doing, nor 
fainting in your Minds; hut belie- 
wing according to God's Promiſe, 
that in due Seaſon you ſbull reap, 
if you faint not. And to con- 


clude, if upon your Self- Exami- 


nation you experience your Im- 
provement, give God the Glory; 
itis he that makes his Ordinan- 
ces beneficial by his Bleſſing. If 
things are at "a ſtand, or ra- 
ther languiſhing, and declining, 
ſearch out the Achan, it may be 
ſome of your old Sins are again 
reviv'd, tho? you have oft con- 
feſs'd them before Chriſt with 


Penitence and Humiliation ; if 
ſo, again lament them; again 


diſown them, and beg * | 
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8 of your Lt againſt. them; if 
” any new Root of Bitterneſs has 
> Fprung up within you, to trou- 
phle you, immediately .renounce | 
1 J it, and let your old Method of 
- Repentance, and Mortification, 
be your way; that your Com- 
{HM with God be not inter- 
rupted, nor your ſpiritual Growth 
check d, and the Lord give you 
all neceſſary Aſſiſtance, and de- 
ſired Succeſs in your Warfare. 
| Amen. 8 1 
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